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Advertising Costs (inc GST) 
 

Full Page           $35.00 
1/2 Page  $20.00 
1/4 Page  $14.00 
1/8 Page  $8.00 

 

 
All additions/changes to be in by  

12 noon the Monday prior to printing.  

DISCLAIMER 
1) No liability shall be incurred by the Gate Post by reason of any amendments to, or error or inaccuracy in or the partial or total omission of an advertisement or by reason of 

delay or default or from any other cause whatsoever. If in the opinion of the Gate Post the error  clearly reduces the value of the advertisement and the advertiser notifies it to 
the Gate Post within seven days of the publication date, then one correction will be made without charge. 

2) While the editors normally aim to publish all materials submitted. The Gate Post reserves the right to refuse to publish or  
republish any contribution or advertisement without giving any reason. 

3) No articles, letters or advertisements will be accepted which appear to be defamatory or accusatory, or to favour one side in a legal dispute. 
4) The Gate Post reserves the right to shorten or otherwise amend any contribution other than advertisements. 
5) The opinions, views & beliefs expressed in articles & other submissions to The Gate Post do not necessarily reflect the opinions, views & beliefs of CRC staff or committee. 

 

 

Thank you for your contributions towards this weeks Gatepost. Please send in your local news, photos 
and announcements to newdegatecrc@westnet.com.au or phone 9871 1791 by 

Monday 29th January @ 12 Noon 
Inclusion cannot be guaranteed after this time. 

Contents 
Pages 4-5 Grain Broker’s Report 

Pages 8-9 Christmas Trees 

Page 10-11 Shire News 

Page 13 Police News 

Page 15 Astrotourism  

Page 16—17 A Beginners Guide to Christmas Decorations 

Pages 18-19 Town Christmas Lights Competition 

Page 24 This Week We Are Reading... 

Page 26 Recipe— Cheesy Pastry Christmas Tree 

Pages 28-31 Noticeboard 

Page 32 Puzzles 

  

  

  

  

  

NEXT EDITION 
Tuesday 30th January 2024 

 
Room Hire Prices 

Small Room 
$20per hour  |  $50per day 

 
Library 

$30per hour  |  $60half day  |  $100full day 

Printing, Scanning, Desktop Publishing, Binding, Laminating, Label Making, Faxing, 
Emailing, Stationary Supplies, IT Support, Exam Supervision, Local Information,  
Pop-Up Shops, Video Conferencing, Library, Centrelink Access Point, Medicare, 
MyGov, Room Hire, Equipment Hire, Workshops, Activities, Events 

Newdegate CRC Opening 

Hours January 

 
 Tuesday -Thursday 

8:30am - 4:30pm  
 

Friday– Monday -CLOSED 
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Corn crop helps China to record grain 
output… 
 
Corn production in China hit a record this year, 
up four per cent compared to 2022, according 
to the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS). An 
increase in the planted and harvested areas 
compared to the previous season more than 
compensated for the damage and production 
losses caused by summer typhoons in some 
northern provinces.  
 
Output in the world's second-largest producer 
rose from 277.2 million metric tonne in 2022 to 
288.8MMT this year, significantly higher than 
the 277MMT forecast from the USDA in this 
month’s World Agricultural Supply and Demand 
Estimates.  
 
NBS advised that the area planted to corn this 
year rose 2.7 per cent, or 1.15 million hectares, 
compared to a year earlier to 44.2 million 
hectares, the largest area sown to corn since at 
least 2015. This is significantly higher than the 
43.3 million hectare planted area reported by 
the USDA’s Foreign Agricultural Service. 
 
The corn area has been boosted in recent 
years by government subsidies provided to 
Chinese farmers to encourage the planting of 
staple grains. The subsidies are part of a 
concerted push by Beijing to improve the 
nation’s food security by increasing domestic 
grain production. 
 
China’s soybean harvest also grew this year, up 
2.8 per cent to 20.8MMT. This was off a planted 
area of 10.5 million hectares, 2.2 per cent 
higher year-on-year. However, rice and wheat 
production both fell in 2023, down 0.9 and 0.8 
per cent, respectively, to 206.6MMT and 
136.6MMT, the NBS reported. 
 
According to agricultural analyst Beijing Orient 
Agribusiness Consultancy, the government has 
been gradually bringing uncultivated and 
underutilised land in the country’s northernmost 
provinces of Xinjiang, Inner Mongolia and 
Heilongjiang into the grain production system 
as part of Beijing’s food security drive. 
 
The development of this new land for cultivation 
saw the total area planted to grain crops in 
2023 increase by 636,000 hectares, or 0.5 per 
cent, to 119 million hectares, according to NBS. 

The increased area saw the world’s biggest 
producer and consumer of grain push total 
production to a new record of 695.4MMT, 
marking a 1.3 per cent increase on last year. 
China’s grain output has climbed significantly 
over the past two decades and has remained 
above 650MMT since 2015. 
 
Productivity averaged 5.85 metric tonne for 
each planted hectare across the nation in 2023, 
which is 0.8 per cent higher than that of last 
year. The increased output came despite some 
regions being hit by a string of heatwaves and 
torrential rain over the summer, which disrupted 
food production and destroyed entire harvests 
in some areas. These included a prolonged rain 
spell during the winter crop harvest in regions 
along the Yellow River and Huaihe River, floods 
in northern and northeastern regions, and 
drought in northwestern areas. 
 
Figures from China’s Ministry of Agriculture and 
Rural Affairs revealed that in 2023, a total of 9.6 
million hectares of grain crops were affected by 
typhoons, drought, floods, frost and heatwaves. 
Interestingly, this was 1.9 million hectares less 
than in 2022 and 7.2 million hectares below the 
five-year average. Drought-affected crops made 
up 30 per cent of all disaster-affected farmland 
this year, lower than the long-term average of 
42 per cent. 
 
Heilongjiang province in northeast China is 
widely known as the country's "grain barn." 
Production this year reached 77.9MMT, 
accounting for 11.2 per cent of the country's 
total. Heilongjiang's reliable weather and 
cropping systems have seen it ranked first in 
the country for 14 consecutive years, with a 
growth in output in 2023 of 252,000 metric 
tonne compared to last year. 
 
The province’s grain production area was 14.74 
million hectares, accounting for 12.4 per cent of 
the country's total cultivated lands. Flooding 
affected some summer crops, but the affected 
area was relatively small, thus limiting the 
damage to final production according to the 
provincial department of agriculture and rural 
affairs. 
 
The autonomous region Xinjiang Uygur, which 
traditionally contributes to the bulk of China’s 
cotton production but not food due to a lack of 
water, saw a growth of over 16 per cent in 

Grain Brokers Australia Weekly Market Report 
Written by Peter McMeekin – December 2023 
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terms of both planted area and output in 2023 
compared with last year. The increase in 
production was mainly driven by improved 
moisture conservation farming techniques. 
Expanding agricultural production in the region 
is a critical ingredient in Beijing's food security 
ambitions as long as further improvements in 
water use efficiency can be achieved. 
 
Meanwhile, the increase in domestic corn 
supply, coupled with the extremely robust 
import program, has reportedly pushed the 
nearby market into oversupply and driven 
domestic prices lower, much to the delight of 
the country’s intensive livestock industry. China 
is home to the world’s biggest pig herd and 
producers have been suffering under the 
burden of negative margins for some time on 
the back of elevated domestic stockfeed prices. 
 
Since trading at an intraday high of 2,692 yuan 
(AUD568 per metric tonne) on August 11, the 
January corn futures contract on the Dalian 
Commodity Exchange has fallen 9 per cent in 
value to close last week at 2,450 yuan 
(AUD517/MT), a value not seen since May of 
this year. Over half of that fall has occurred 
since November 11, as the harvest wound up 
and the crop size became apparent. 

 
Based on the pace of imports since July 1 and 
unexecuted 2023/24 season purchases already 
on the books, Beijing seems intent on continuing 
the corn supply build to keep domestic prices in 
check and replenish state reserves. While the 
USDA held its ground in this month’s WASDE, 
leaving Chinese corn imports unchanged at 
23MMT this season, some market pundits are 
north of 30MMT, suggesting even more demand 
will surface in the first quarter of 2024.    
 
Call your local Grain Brokers Australia 
representative on 1300 946 544 to discuss your 
grain marketing needs. 

Grain Brokers Australia Weekly Market Report continued... 
Written by Peter McMeekin – December 2023 

https://www.grainbrokers.com.au/
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POLICE NEWS 
LAKE GRACE POLICE STATION 

56 STUBBS  STREET, LAKE  GRACE.  6353 

Phone : 9890 2000  Fax : 9865 1429 

Email: lake.Grace.Police.Station@police.wa.gov.au 

Station News 

We have secured an Officer in Charge! Sergeant Wade Bambling should be arriving sometime in the new 
year, so we will now have two officers named Wade... enjoy that one.  

Sgt Bambling brings a great amount of knowledge and experience. We will ensure he completes a 
segment about himself when he arrives.  

Inspector Moore payed a visit to us, having recently transferred from Perth to Albany; Inspector Moore 
has an oversight of the entire Northern sector of the Great Southern District. 

During his visit to our station he remarked on the friendly nature and tidiness of the town. 

 

Traffic News 

A friendly reminder that double demerits commence on Friday 22nd   December and are in effect until the 
7th of January. As we all know this is a busy time on the road with people travelling from A to B during the 
school holidays. 

With the uplift in the volume of traffic on our roads during the festive season, please ensure that you take 
your time and arrive at your destination safely, we wouldn’t want you to become a statistic. 

Crime News 
 
We’ve had further reports of members our community becoming victims of online fraud. Please ensure 
that passwords are stored safely and that they are never disclosed to anyone. We would recommend 
visiting the following government websites for further recommendations and advice.  
 
eSafety Commissioner - https://www.esafety.gov.au/ 
 
Australian Cyber Security Centre - https://www.cyber.gov.au/ 
 
We have also had reports of fuel being stolen from a local farm, and the Hyden service station.  
Kondinin Police Station will take carriage of the Hyden stealing, thankfully the suspects were recorded on 
the CCTV at the servo.  
 
 
Take care and stay safe. 
Regards 

Lake Grace Police 

mailto:Lake.Grace.Police.Station@police.wa.gov.au
https://www.esafety.gov.au/
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2024  

New Year Stargazing 
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Watercolour Collage... 

Instructions: 

1. Create Watercolour art to begin. Wet the paper first, then apply the 

watercolours for a tie dye look. Let it dry. 

2. Haphazardly cut all the small paintings into triangles of various sizes. 

3. Paint the canvas with white paint and let dry. 

4. Lay out all of the triangles on the canvas for placement. Apply mod podge 

to the back of the triangles and to the canvas and attach. 

5. Repeat until the canvas is covered and let dry. 

6. Apply two final coats of mod podge to the canvas, letting it dry in 

between. Allow to dry for several hours before hanging. 
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Supplies: 
–yarn in as many colours as you’d like 
–cardboard or Styrofoam cones 
-wooden toy wheels in a large and small size 
–dowel rod that will fit the hole of the wooden 
wheels 
–small wooden stars 
-white and gold paint 
–gold glitter paper 
-scrap piece of cardboard 
–hot glue gun  

Take your hot glue gun and glue the start of your yarn all the way around the 
bottom of your cone. Keep gluing the yarn around and around as close to the pre-
vious layer as you can until you have filled the cone to the top with yarn.  

I used a high-temp glue gun for this project since the glue is hotter and you have a 
longer time span before it cools too much to adhere anything, but a low-temp glue 
gun will work too. 

I would suggest that on the bottom wider half of the cone you lay down one line of 
glue at a time before placing your yarn on top, and then once it gets skinnier up 
top you can do more of a vertical zig-zag pattern with the glue so you can wrap 
several times around before the glue dries. 

Glue the circle onto the bottom of your cone so you have a platform to attach your tree base to.  

Cut your dowel rod into 2-3” sections (you’ll probably want a small saw or hacksaw to cut these) and slide a small 
wheel on one side and a larger wheel on the other side. You can glue these together if you like, but they usually fit 
pretty snugly even without glue.  

Paint the tree bases white and let dry. Glue the base to the center of the bottom side of each cone.  

Paint your small wooden stars gold. Trace the star shape onto the back of some gold glitter paper. Cut out the stars 
and glue them to the fronts of the wooden stars and attach the star to the top of the tree. Set out your trees and 
admire your work!  

Yarn Christmas Tree DIY... 

https://click.linksynergy.com/deeplink?id=*abR9RwJVyM&mid=43312&murl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.joann.com%2Fstryofoam-cone-15inx4in-bulk-white%2F14180939.html
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This week we are reading... 
The Hunting Party 

By 

Lucy Foley 

The Sunday Times Top 5 bestseller 
 

Everyone's invited. 
Everyone's a suspect. 

 
In a remote hunting lodge, deep in the Scottish wilderness, old friends gather. 

 
The beautiful one 
The golden couple 

The volatile one 
The new parents 

The quiet one 
The city boy 
The outsider 

 
The victim. 

 
Not an accident – a murder among friends. 
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FYFE TRANSPORT 

NEWDEGATE 
FOR YOUR TRANSPORT REQUIREMENTS 

• FERTILIZER  

(Bulk or Liquid) 

• LIME-GYPSUM 

• BLUE METAL 

 

PHONE AARON      0417991684 

   DAVID  9865 1129 
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Cheesy Pastry Christmas Tree 

  

Ingredients 

2 x 375g packet frozen Carême All Butter 

Puff Pastry, just thawed 

125g camembert, chilled 

120g (1/3 cup) Coles cranberry sauce  

20g (1/4 cup) finely grated parmesan  

1 egg, lightly whisked 

1 tbsp pepitas 

Fresh thyme sprigs, to serve 

Method 

Preheat oven to 200C/180C fan forced. 

Line a large baking tray with baking paper. 

Place 1 sheet of pastry on the prepared 

tray. With the short side facing you, cut 

from the centre point at the top of the 

pastry to each bottom corner to form a 

large triangle. Wrap the pastry offcuts in 

plastic wrap and return to the fridge.  

Use a sharp knife to remove the rind 

from camembert then cut into 3mm thick 

slices. 

Spread the cranberry sauce over the pastry 

triangle, leaving a 3cm border at the base 

and a 1cm border along the 2 long edges. 

Place the camembert slices lengthways 

over cranberry sauce, trimming to fit, if 

necessary. 

Sprinkle with the parmesan. Trim the bare 

border of pastry from the bottom of the 

triangle, leaving a piece in the centre to 

create a 3cm wide base. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Place the remaining sheet of pastry on top 

of the pastry tree. Cover with a sheet of 

baking paper and a large baking tray. Hold 

the trays together and carefully invert. 

Remove the top tray and place in the 

fridge for 15 minutes to rest.  

Discard the top layer of baking paper. Use 

a small sharp knife to cut around the 

pastry to match the bottom layer, leaving a 

3cm-wide strip down the middle of the 

triangle (to form the trunk). Make cuts 

crosswise, outwards from the centre at 

2cm intervals, to create the tree branches. 

Beginning at the base, lift and twist the 

pastry branches away from you. Brush 

with egg. 

Cut a star from the pastry scraps. Attach to 

the top of the pastry tree. Brush with egg. 

Add the pepitas to look like baubles. Bake 

for 15-20 minutes or until golden and 

cooked through. Sprinkle with thyme to 

serve. 
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For all your domestic, rural and industrial electrical installations and repairs.  

Split system air conditioning installation and decommissioning. 

Large range of Australian brand LED floodlights, downlights, hibays and  
fluorescent replacements. 

Ditchwitch hire and cable location. 

With over thirty years experience in Lake Grace and surrounding areas  
contact Stubby or Reid anytime. 

 

Stubby 0429651092 or Reid 0429651069 

Office 98651092 all hours   Fax 98651328 

LIC NO :EC004197                                                                      RTA NO :AU29828 
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NOTICE BOARD 
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NOTICE BOARD 
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NOTICE BOARD 

WEATHER FORECAST 

Day 
Max 

Temp 

Min 

Temp 

Possible 

rainfall 

Chance of 

Rainfall 

Wed 20th 31°C  12°C  0mm 10% 

Thu 21st 30°C  14°C  0mm 10% 

Fri 22nd 32°C  13°C  0mm 5% 

Sat 23rd 28°C  12°C  0mm 5% 

Sun 24th 32°C  10°C  0mm 5% 

Mon 25th 36°C  14°C  0mm 5% 

                Australian Government Bureau of Meteorology.  

As of Tuesday 19th December 2023  

Newdegate Container Exchange 

Open Wednesday’s  

From 10am till 2pm 

Machinery Field Days Site, Waddell 

TIP OPENING TIMES 

 

Wednesday 9am—1pm 

Saturday 9am—1pm 

 

Recycling 

Fortnightly Service 

Next Date:  

Tuesday 

2nd Jan 24 

Newdegate Centenary Merchandise. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is available to be purchased from the 

 Gate Collective 

NEWDEGATE FOOTBALL CLUB is seeking      
expressions of interest for the positions of league 
and reserves coach for 2024. 

Please contact Jeremy Richardson on 0409 419 
014 or email newdegatefc@outlook.com if you 
would like to know more. 

mailto:newdegatefc@outlook.com
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NOTICE BOARD 

*Message from Country Club* 

Could people who are driving on the golf greens 

please refrain from doing so. Golf Club has a big 

event happening in 2024 so would like the greens 

to be in good condition. 

- Thank You - 
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Easy Hard 
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Contacts 
Services 

Emergency Services 000 

LG Police Department 9890 2000 

Hospital 9890 2222 

Poisons Info. 13 11 26 

Western Power 13 13 51 

Water Corp 13 13 75 

Directory Assistance 1223 

Justices of the Peace 

Mr Colin Connolly 9865 1010 

Mr Geoff Sabourne 9865 1171 

Mrs Amanda Milton 0429 654 011 

Mr Colin Dunkeld 98711 556 

Mrs Rosy Sinclair  9874 7045 

Local Services 

Lake Grace Medical Centre 9865 1208 

 

Newdegate Medical Centre 9871 1528 

 

Dentist (Dr Bryan Flemming) 97955 511 

 

  

Child Health Nurse  9890 2246 

Newdegate Phone Books available at the CRC for $7 

Contacts 

Lake Grace Shire Councillors 

Councillor Telephone Email 

Len Armstrong (President) 0429 843 785 crarmstrong@lakegrace.wa.gov.au  

Ross Chappell (Deputy) 0428 654 058 crchappell@lakegrace.wa.gov.au  

Debrah Clarke 0428 654 041 crclarke@lakegrace.wa.gov.au  

Benjamin Hyde 0428 752 042 crhyde@lakegrace.wa.gov.au 

Roz Lloyd 0428 711 534 crlloyd@lakegrace.wa.gov.au  

Anton Kuchling 0427 206 030 crkuchling@lakegrace.wa.gov.au 

Steve Hunt 0427 651 585 crhunt@lakegrace.wa.gov.au 

mailto:crarmstrong@lakegrace.wa.gov.au
mailto:crclarke@lakegrace.wa.gov.au
mailto:crlloyd@lakegrace.wa.gov.au
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Community Calendar 

December 2023 
Wed 20th   Shire Council Meeting in Lake Grace @15:30 

Fri 22nd    Community Christmas Carols 19:30 @NCRC 

Sun 24th   Christmas Eve 

Mon 25th   Christmas Day 

Tues 26th   Boxing Day 

Sun 31st   New Years Eve 

 

 

January 2024 
Mon 1st   New Years Day 

Fri 26th   Australia Day 

Newdegate Defibrillator Locations 

  Newdegate Ambulance Shed 
May Street 

 Newdegate Grocer & Café  
5 Maley Street 

 Newdegate Hotel 
1 Maley Street 

 Newdegate Rec Centre 
Waddell Street 

 Newdegate Motel & Caravan Park 

 201 Newdegate North Road 

 Newdegate Country Club 
Newdegate/Pingrup Road 

 Newdegate Swimming Pool 
Mitchell Street 

 Newdegate Tennis Club 
Waddell Street 

 Newdegate Post Office  
 7 Maley Street  


